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PANAMA. 

By  Consul   (ieneral   Albnii   G.   Snyder,  Panama   City. 

Interrupted  steamship  communication,  the  high  cost  of  imported 
merchandise,  restrictive  measures  on  imports  and  exports,  and  other 
causes,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  war,  all  contributed 
to  restrict  commercial  developments  in  Panama  durin<r  1018. 

No  agricultural,  mining,  or  similar  development  worthy  of  note 
took  place  during  the  year.  Panama  is  rich  in  agricultural  possi- 
bilities, on  the  proper  development  of  which  the  future  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  country  depends.  Panama  is  well  located,  geo- 
graphically, to  assume  a  connnanding  commercial  importance  in 
this  part  of  the  Avorld,  but  to  make  the  most  of  this  position  many 
things  must  be  accomplished.  One  of  the  most  important,  in  the 
opinion  of  prominent  local  merchants,  is  the  construction  of  properly 
designed  warehouses  for  the  economical  distribution  of  cargo  from 
here  in  connection  with  the  canal. 

One  event  of  possible  importance  to  Panama's  future  prosperity 
which  has  taken  place  during  recent  months  is  the  appointment  of  a 
fiscal  advisor  to  reorganize  and  administer  Government  finances 
under  certain  conditions.  Judging  from  general  comment  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  his  work  have  been  felt  already  in  many  ways. 

Suggestions  to  American  Exporters. 

Increased  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Panama  and  the 
retention  of  the  trade  established  during  the  war  depend  to  a  certain 
extent  upon  the  observance  of  the  following  suggestions,  according 
to  the  leading  merchants  of  I'anama : 

Good  shipping  facilities. 

A  representative  sent  out  to  cover  the  field  thoroughly  and  to  ob- 
tain also  a  knowledge  of  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people. 

Careful  packing. 

Prompt  execution  of  orders. 

Xo  substitution  without  the  consent  of  the  buj'er. 

Easy  terms  of  credit  (GO  days  after  sight). 

An  intimate  knowledge  of  the  banking  methods  of  Panama. 

The  business  of  Panama  consists  largel}'  of  the  wholesaling  and 
retailing  of  imported  merchandise. 

Toreign  Commerce  in  1918. 

The  total  foreign  commerce  of  Panama,  imports  and  exports,  for 
1918,  according  to  official  statistics,  amounted  to  $10,721,217,  as  com- 
pared with  $14,847,340  for  1917,  representing  a  considerable  loss  iii 
both  exports  and  imports  for  1918  over  1917.     According  to  official 
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statistics,  exports  in  1918  were  valued  at  $2,809,557  as  against 
$5,624,170  for  1917,  a  loss  of  about  50  per  cent.  Of  these  ex'ports, 
all  Avent  to  the  United  States  except  about  $7,000  to  the  Canal  Zone 
alid  some  $10,000  to  other  countries. 

Imports  in  1918  were  valued  at  $7,821,000,  as  compared  to 
$9,223,170  for  1917,  a  loss  of  over  $1,000,000.  The  quantitv  of  ex- 
ports declined  also  from  88,000,000  kilos  in  1917  to  45,000,000  kilos 
in  1918.  About  83  per  cent  of  Panama's  imports  in  1918  came  from 
the  United  States  and  about  8  per  cent  from  England. 

The  foregoing  comparisons,  etc.,  have  been  based  on  official  sta- 
tistical publications,  but  if  Ave  take  other  sources  of  inforination  as  a 
basis,  Panama's  showing  for  1918  is  better  than  official  statistics 
would  seem  to  indicate. 

Returns  from  United  States  consular  offices  show  declared  exports 
from  Panama  to  the  United  States  to  have  been  valued  at  $4,081,114, 
which,  with  the  exports  to  other  countries  as  shown  in  official  bulle- 
tins, would  give  a  value  to  Panamanian  exports  for  1918  of  $4,734,433 
as  against  the  $2,899,557  shown  in  official  statistics.  Different 
methods  of  computation  account  for  the  differences  generally  exist- 
ing between  official  export  figures  and  those  based  on  declared  ex- 
port returns.  The  main  differences  between  official  statistics  and  the 
declared  export  returns  are  found  in  the  items  bananas,  coconuts, 
and  hides. 

No  mention  is  made  in  Government  publications  of  flour  which 
was  imported  from  Chile  in  1918.  However,  it  is  said  that  this  flour, 
worth  $2,330,000,  was  imported  under  special  agreement  with  the 
Government  of  Panama  that  the  flour  could  come  unmanifested  and 
duty  and  consular  charges  were  to  be  paid  only  on  the  amount 
ultimately  consumed,  which  Avas  valued  at  $700,000.  The  rest  was 
later  exported  to  neighboring  places.  The  fact  that  Panamanian 
official  import  statistics  are  based  almost  entirel}^  on  the  consular 
documents,  of  which  none  were  issued  in  this  instance,  probably 
accounts  for  the  omission  of  this  item  from  the  official  list. 

Analysis  of  Foreign  Trade. 

The  next  table  shoAvs  Panama's  foreign  trade  in  1918  b}'  countries, 
according  to  official  statistics,  giving  the  quantity  and  value  of  im- 
ports and  exports : 


Countries. 

Quantitj'. 

A'alue. 

S280, 589 

61, 533 

12,751 

9,556 

31,625 

666,913 

25,975 

225 

64,037 

245, 098 

3,992 

6,388 

39, 326 

IMPORTS. 

China 

Kilos. 

3, 775, 340 

568,617 

96,568 

5,201 

57, 078 

769,262 

19,605 

200 

172, 728 

368,471 

28,437 

30, 120 

81,027 

Colombia 

Costa  Rica 

Ecuador.      .            

United  Kingdom           

Netherlands 

Jamaic  a  

Sal%'ador 

Countries. 
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Switzerland 

United  States 

Total 

EXPOETS. 

Colombia 

Canal  Zone 

United  K insidom 

United  States 

Total 


Quantity.     A''alue 


Kilos. 

64,545         820,977 
39,048,460     6,352,175 


45,085,659     7,821,660 


2.500 

70,100 

55, 150 

150, 370, 120 


150,497,870     2,899,557 


300 

7,079 

45, 940 

2, 846, 238 


Imports  by  Articles. 

The  appended  table  giA'es  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  articles 
imported  into  Panama  during  1918  from  United  States,  United 
Kingdom,  and  all  other  countries : 


Articles, 


Anim:ils,  live 

Meats,  preserved,  etc 

Animal  products,  edible 

Grains,  etc 

Vcwtablos 

Fruits 

CoSee,  tea,  cocoa,  chocolate,  etc. 

Sugar,  and  m.innfactures 

Mustard,  ketchup,  sauces,  etc. .. 

Vej;etablo  oils 

Foodstuffs,  unclassified 

AVines,  liquors,  waters,  etc 

Salt 

Leather,  etc 

Resins,  gums,  etc 

Tobacco 

Lumber 

Mineral  oils  and  derivatives 

Cement 

Empty  sacks,  brooms,  etc 

Soap,  candles,  etc 

Perfumery,  etc 

Paints,  varnishes,  etc 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Cigars,  cigarettes 

Shoes,  etc .•» 

Textiles  and  manufactures 

Rubber  manufactures 

Wood  inmufdctures,  furniture. . 

Paper  and  manufactiu-es 

Porceliin,  glass,  etc 

Steel  and  mmufactiu-es 

Electrical  goods 

Machinery  and  tools 

Vehicles,  "etc 

Music il  instruments 

Arms  and  ammunition 

All  other  articles , 


Total. 
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United  States. 


Kilos.  Value 


17,49.) 

318,009 

361,50:5 

326,  T.iO 

999,934 

194,442 

55, 277 

75,202 

44,469 

240,834 

70,804 

398,379 

546,324 

3,911 

135,328 

83,327 

438, 136 

109,001 

803, 383 

280,  .542 

164,  .302 

80, 418 

110,8,57 

037,720 

21,864 

102,688 

704, 410 

62,422 

406, 254 

668,  .524 

551,261 

025,871 

485,671 

271,772 

46, 7G5 

17,121 

39, 146 

717,624 


S9,691 

119,107 

452,6.35 

184,077 

110,517 

41,565 

39, 167 

24,821 

13,327 

131,014 

25, 604 

74,664 

80,594 

12,136 

40,516 

55,629 

95,923 

431,. 577 

60,, 501 

59,434 

230,603 

62,048 

36, 750 

265,948 

28.292 

277,817 

1,339,201 

114,980 

104, 115 

222,471 

77, 296 

371,734 

310,833 

151,108 

28,4.56 

21,397 

28,482 

617,145 


6,351,175 


United  Kingdom. 


Kilos.        Value 


132 
'i28' 

"ie' 


3,600 


3,819 

83, 248 

35 

204 


513 

330,018 

8, 536 


70,926 

2,990 

67 

154,947 

549 

10 

G,012 

22, 088 

42,368 


,638 
190 


31,142 


Ail  other  countries. 


Kilos.         A'alue 


S3 19 


1,700 


1,138 

40,  ,531 

280 

204 


15,618 

7,050 

97,660 

3,625.362 

227,681 

141,2.58 

199,830 

255, 251 

7,, 517 

36,024 

5.5,855 

43,559 


8,082 


3, 345 

390 

4,924 


931 
51,211 
11,410 


47,890 

87 

6,432 


37,297 

7,929 

135 

440. 7.58 

2, 

9 

7,227 
22,921 
13,750 


100, 832 
4,791 
14,396 
54,009 


'  I- 


3,908 
262 


13,989 

45,624 

56, 895 

1,074 

509 

358 

2,324 

416 

238 

176,607 


666,913 


?5,9.55 

1,914 

47,1.54 

204,. 503 

10,  .837 

9,362 
30,272 
40,602 

4,6.56 
11,426 

8, 165 
12,884 


6,416 


2,690 
235 
891 


22,928 

91) 

7,266 


56, 779 

16, 795 

9,134 

183, 019 


6,  .564 

20,732 

19,4.52 

1,795 

102 

431 

1,545 

222 

110 

£8,603 


803,572 


Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Invoices  for  exports  to  the  United  States  certified  at  the  American 
consulates  and  consular  agencies  in  Panama  Avere  as  follows  for 
1917  and  1918 : 


Articles. 


Balata,  rubber,  etc pounds. 

Bananas bunches. 

Beans pounds . 

Cacao do. . . 

Coconuts number. 

Coins,  silver 

Copra pounds . 

Deerskins do.. . 

Gold  dust ounces. 

Hides pounds. 

Ipecac do. . . 

Manginese tons. 

Metals,  cl.i pounds. 

Mother-of-pearl  shell do. . . 

Kative  woods tons 

Panama  hats number. 

Pearls do... 

I'recious  stones ca'"ats . 

Tagiia pounds. 

Tallow do. . . 

Turtle  shell do. . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1917 


Quantify. 


1,226,104 
4, 843,  517 


630, 893 
19, 555,455 


169, 481 

91,690 

312 

1,429,092 

13, 578 

4,425 

576, 303 

393,253 

2,  sr.o 

830 


3,  529 

7,  686,. ■'81 

394,  .8:55 

9, 130 


Value, 


Quantity. 


S573, 326 
2, 467, 442 


72, 630 
707, 637 
400. 000 

10,  72'; 

23,371 

6,108 

332, 512 

22,542 
210, 7.5  J 

.51, 86.) 

23,  5-13 

102, 089 

3,C81 


33, 367 
202,431 
45, 107 
26,  .5.58 
76, SS8 

, 393, 968 


685, 131 

4, 466,  .540 

14^,  570 

585, 992 

19,758,949 


130, 766 
2S,  956 


1,421,108 

9,150 

.5,171 

692,  13') 

1,234,409 

3,040 

3, 023 

5 


5,249,616 

129,017 

9,897 


Value. 


829,8, 483 

2, 297, 663 

9,801 

62, 095 

578, 103 

74,817 

11,060 

15, 079 


:506, 202 
22.. 520 

187,902 
40,  .577 

12,5,3:35 

11.5,814 
5,002 
12,717 


148,  .5.54 

22,  .377 

37, 835 

9,161 

4,681,114 
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COLON. 

By  Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher. 

The  statistics  published  by*the  Republic  of  Panama  do  not  show 
the  conditions  of  business  in  Colon  during  1918  as  compared  with 
1917.  Both  the  restrictions  on  exports  and  the  delay  in  getting  goods 
from  the  United  States  operated  to  the  disadvantage  of  mercantile 
business.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods 
sold  last  year.  A  decrease  in  building  operations  affected  the  trade 
in  hardware  and  other  building  materials. 

Building-  Operations. 

There  was  comparatively  little  building  done  in  Colon  in  1918, 
owing  in  large  part  to  the  high  cost  of  erecting  houses.  A  few  small 
business  structures  and  dwelling  houses  were  built.  The  largest 
apartment  and  lodging  house  in  the  city  and  the  municipal  abattoir, 
begun  in  1917,  Avere  completed  in  1918.  In  1917,  a  large  plot  of  land 
was  filled  in  along  Folks  River,  an  arm  of  the  sea,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Colon,  and  houses  constructed  to  accommodate  101  families  of  em- 
plo.yees  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Railroad.  An  area  of  58  acres  is 
now  being  filled  adjoining  the  former  for  the  pui^3ose  of  providing 
building  sites  for  houses  to  be  occupied  by  employees  who  are  residing 
at  present  in  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  adjoining  the  cit;/  of  Colon.  The 
object  of  erecting  so  manj^  new  dwellings  is  to  provide  residences  for 
the  employees  and  their  families  still  living  in  Cristobal,  the  polic}'' 
of  the  Canal  Zone  authorities  being  the  removal  of  all.  or  almost  all, 
families  from  Cristobal  to  the  newly  improved  section  of  Colon, 
which  is  called  New  Cristobal. 

In  Cristobal  the  new  pier,  No.  6,  which  is  1,310  feet  long  and  201 
feet  wide,  is  nearly  completed.  It  is  built  in  the  most  substantial 
manner  of  reinforced  concrete  and  steel,  the  cost  being  about 
$2,000,000,  Avhich  is  $500,000  more  than  the  original  estimate,  made 
Avhen  building  materials  Avere  not  so  expensive.  This  is  the  fourth  of 
the  large  concrete  piers  constructed  to  accommodate  shipping  at 
Cristobal. 

A  hall  40  feet  Avide  by  80  feet  long  is  being  built  adjoining  the 
Army  and  Navy  clubhouse  in  Cristobal  to  be  used  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
for  public  meetings,  religious  services,  and  motion  pictures. 

Agricultural  Development. 

There  Avas  little  done  in  the  Avay  of  agricultural  development  in 
this  consular  district  last  year.  The  principal  agricultural  under- 
takings in  the  Republic  of  Panama  are  the  operations  of  the  United 
Fruit  Co.  in  the  Province  of  Bocas  del  Toro.  OAving  to  the  con- 
tinued encroachment  of  the  banana-plant  disease  the  acreage  planted 
in  bananas  decreased  from  27,600  acres  a  A'ear  ago  to  25,800  at  this 
time;  the  acreage  in  cacao  has  been  increased  from  7.000  to  8,500 
acres  Avithin  the  year,  the  number  of  plants  or  small  trees  being  con- 
siderably more  than  3,000,000;  and  the  acreage  in  coconuts  has  been 
increased  from  912  acres  Avith  45,600  trees,  to  1,015  acres  Avith  about 
50,000  trees.  OAving  to  the  death  of  so  many  young  trees  the  acreage 
in  coconuts  is  not  being  further  extended,  the  Avork  at  present  being 
confined  to  replanting  in  the  land  already  under  cultivation.  At 
Cocoplum  Point,  about  100  miles  went  of  Colon,  the  American-oAvned 
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Bocas  del  Toro  estate  has  about  100,000  coconut  trees,  of  which  only 
a  small  proportion  has  as  yet  come  into  bcarinij;.  About  "25  jniles 
east  of  Colon  another  coconut  ])lantation  company  has  5-5.000  trees 
now  comino-  into  bearing".  This  company  is  composed  chiefly  of 
American  citizens  resident  in  Colon. 

The  Rio  Indio  Co.,  formed  in  May,  1918,  has  not  yet  begun  to 
develop  its  tract  of  120,000  acres  lying  on  the  Indio  River,  some  30 
miles  east  of  Colon.  Of  the  capital  stock  of  this  company,  $30,000, 
resident  Americans  hold  66  per  cent.  Vegetable  ivory  (tagua  nuts) 
is  produced  on  the  l;-\nd. 
Mining  and  Manufacturing. 

Owing  to  a  lack  of  good  ore  and  the  present  low  price  of 
manganese  the  mine  at  ISIandinga  is  not  being  operated.  The  Ameri- 
can syndicate  that  owns  the  mine  has  a  concession  for  developing  a 
large  deposit  of  valuable  manganese  ore,  12  to  15  miles  from  Porto 
Bello.  but  at  the  present  low  price  of  such  ore  it  would  not  pay  to 
provide  transportation  from  the  deposit  to  Porto  Bello,  20  miles 
east  of  Colon. 

The  American  oil  compan}"  that  has  made  extensive  surveys  in 
various  parts  of  Panama  is  now  boring  wells  for  oil  in  the  Province 
of  Bocas  del  Toro  in  this  consular  district,  where  the  indications 
for  finding  oil  in  paying  quantities  are  regarded  as  very  favorable. 
A  geological  survey  for  oil  is  being  made  in  the  interest  of  another 
company  also. 

Colon  has  gas  and  electric  plants,  and  ice  is  manufactured  for 
local  consumption.  Mattresses  and  cigars  are  manufactured  in 
limited  quantities  to  supply  in  part  the  local  demand  for  these 
articles.  There  are  now  two  soap  factories  in  operation  in  Colon, 
both  making  laundry  soap,  the  output  of  one  being  about  100,000 
pounds,  and  of  the  other  68,000  pounds  a  month.  It  was  at  first 
proposed  to  make  at  the  larger  plant  coconut  and  other  palm 
oils,  but  for  the  present  only  laundry  soap  is  being  manufactured. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  22,  1918.] 

Work  has  been  Ijegun  on  a  biscuit  and  candy  factory,  the  capital 
stock  of  which,  $50,000,  has  been  fully  subscribed  almost  wholly  by 
Chinese  in  Colon.  It  is  expected  that  the  factory  will  be  in  opera- 
tion in  the  fall  of  1919.  A  bonded  warehouse  has  recently  been 
established  in  Colon  by  an  American  rubber  company  and  is  the 
first  of  its  kind  to  be  opened  in  the  city.  [See  Com^ierce  Reports 
for  June  18,  1919.] 

Import  Trade  by  Ports. 

As  the  Government  of  Panama  does  not  publish  statistics  to  show 
the  imports  by  articles  into  the  three  ports  of  the  Republic,  the  only 
method  of  making  comparisons  is  by  giving  the  total  value  of  im- 
ports into  each  of  these  ports  from  year  to  year.  Of  the  total 
value  of  im])orts  into  the  Republic  of  Panama  in  1918,  which  was 
$7,821,660,  the  amount  received  at  Panama  vwas  worth  $4,405,078; 
at  Colon,  $2,926,635;  and  at  Bocas  del  Toro,  $489,947.  In  1917  the 
total  imports  amounted  to  $9,223,170,  of  which  the  imports  at 
Panama  were  valued  at  $5,397,608;  at  Colon,  $3,096,712;  and  at 
Bocas  del  Toro,  $728,850.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  decrease  in 
imports  into  Colon  of  $170,077,  a  loss  of  5.4  per  cent,  and  at  Bocas 
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del  Toro  a  decrease  of  $238,903,  a  loss  of  32.7  per  cent.  A  consider- 
able number  of  the  employees  of  The  Panama  Canal  and  Eailroad 
and  their  families  who  reside  in  Colon  obtain  supplies  of  all  sorts 
from  the  commissary  store  in  Cristobal.  The  amount  of  goods  thus 
consumed  is  not  included  in  the  imports  into  Colon. 

Import  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Colon 
for  1917  and  1918,  by  countries: 


Comilries. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom  and  British 

West  Indies 

Spain 

France 

Colombia 


1917 


,243,856 

541,151 
31,715 
24,9in 
29,063 


1918 


$2,393,237 

367, 203 

25, 322 

7,307 

53, 634 


Countries. 


Chile 

Japan 

China 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1917 


1918 


S24,473 
25, 607 
23,427 

152,510 


$24, 465 
3S,465 
17, 002 


,  090, 712     2, 926, 635 


The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  imports  into  Colon  from  the 
United  States  increased  from  $2,243,856  in  1917  to  $2,393,237  in 
1918,  a  gain  of  $149,381,  or  6.2  per  cent.  At  Bocas  del  Toro  imports 
from  United  States  decreased  from  $692,167  in  1917  to  $460,920  in 
1918,  a  loss  of  $231,247,  or  31.9  per  cent.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  only  other  countries  besides  the  United  States  which  show  an 
increase  in  imports  into  Colon  are  Colombia  and  China. 

In  spite  of  the  decreased  importation  of  American  flour,  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States.  Ameri- 
can flour  worth  $398,384  was  imported  into  the  Republic  of  Panama 
in  1917,  and  worth  $104,248  in  1918.  Flour  had  to  be  imported  into 
Panama  from  Chile  in  1918  to  the  amount  of  about  6,000,000  pounds 
worth  approximately  $600,000. 

Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  values  of  exports  to  the  United  States  as  invoiced 
at  the  consulate  at  Colon  and  at  the  consular  agency  at  Bocas  del 
Toro  for  1917  and  1918  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Quantity.        Value 


1918 


Quantity.        Value, 


FROM  COLON. 

Cacao pounds. 

Coffee do. . . 

Cotton  seed do. . . 

Drums,  empty,  gas,  etc No. 

Dyewood,  fustic tons. 

Hides pounds. 

Ipecac  root do. . . 

Ivorj',  vegetable  (tagua  nuts) do. . . 

Manganese  ore tons. 

Metals,  old: 

Brass do. . . 

Copper do. . . 

Iron do. . . 

Lead do. . 

Nuts: 

Coconuts No. 

Copra , pounds. 

Paper  stock,  old  rope do. . . 

R  ubber do. . . 

E ubber,  scrap do.' . ! 

TJublier,  balata,  crude do... 

Silver  coin  (pesos) No! 


30, 842 

5,210 

28, 875 

35 


199,818 

666 

5,080,641 

4,425 

21 
9J 
204 
11§ 

19,528,843 

49, 102 

21,274 

9,437 

8,010 

525,726 

800,000 


$2,684 
534 
620 
140 


52,473 

1,160 

123, 280 

210,750 

7,138 

2, 555 

296 

1,576 

706,692 

2,719 

818 

2,813 

517 

235,015 

400, oon 


10,684 
5,034 


521 

326,932 

2,894 

3,763,397 

5,171 

17J 

m 


19,758,949 

73, 875 

9,711 


5,548 
222,725 
39,922 


$1, 279 

505 


1,213 
74,263 

6,483 
93,608 
187,902 

5,273 
4,033 


1,213 

878,103 

6,184 

441 


180 

103,262 

18, 532 
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Articles. 


FROM  COLON. 

Tallow pounds. 

Turtle  shell do. . . 

Wood: 

Cedar  logs M  f t . 

Cocobolo tons. 

All  oilier  url ic'es 


Total. 


FROM   BOCAS  DEL  TORO. 

Bananas bunches. 

Cacao pounds. 

Coconuts No. 

Coconut  shells pounds. 

Copper,  scrap do. . . 

Hides do. . . 

Household  ellects 

Rubber pounds. 

Kubber,  balata,  crude do. . . 

Turtle  shell do. . . 

Wood,  balsa feet. 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Quantity.        Value 


62, 419 
7,751 

103 


4,843,512 

600,051 

20,610 


5,704 
10,008 


1,440 

129,528 

1,379 

13,101 


SO,  703 
22, 173 

4,871 
4,400 
2,304 


1,792,291 


2,407,442 

69,940 

945 


586 
3,007 


409 

54,727 

4,3S5 

147 

3 


2,002,197 


1918 


Quantity.        Value. 


15,743 
8.541 


4,466,540 
569,388 


8,320 
2, 059 
13,591 


521 

120,710 

1,350 

150,402 


$4,038 
33,777 


1,750 


1,422,045 


2,297,063 
59,610 


230 

205 

3,171 

098 

130 

55,753 

4,  OSS 

2,072 

54 


2,423,680 


4,394,488 


3, 845, 725 


No  invoices  were  certified  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  or  the  Philip- 
pines, either  at  Colon  or  Bocas  del  Toro. 

At  Colon  returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $19,722  in  1918, 
and  $37,055  in  1917.  No  returned  American  goods  were  certified  at 
Bocas  del  Toro  in  1918. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  table  that  there  was  a  decrease  of 
$370,246  in  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Colon  in 
1918,  as  compared  with  the  vear  1917;  but  if  the  exports  of  Pana- 
manian silver  coin.  $400,000  in  1917  and  $18,532  in  1918,  be  de- 
ducted, it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  exports 
of  native  products  to  the  United  States  in  1918.  There  was  a  de- 
crease of  $178,517  in  declared  exports  from  Bocas  del  Toro  to  the 
United  States  in  1918,  chiefly  in  banana  exports,  caused  by  a  strike 
and  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities.  The  value  of  the  declared  ex- 
ports from  this  consular  district  in  1918  was  82  per  cent  of  the  total 
value  of  declared  exports  from  the  Republic  of  Panama  to  the 
United  States,  $1,081,114. 

About  one-tliird  of  the  coconuts  exported  from  Colon  in  1918  were 
brought  here  from  San  Andres  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  direct  shipping  from  that  Colombian  island 
to  American  ports. 

As  in  former  years  bananas  continue  to  be  the  most  important 
article  of  export  from  this  consular  district  and  from  the  Republic 
of  Panama.  The  value  of  the  bananas  exported  from  the  Province 
of  Bocas  del  Toro  through  the  port  of  the  same  name  in  1918  was 
49  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  all  exports  from  Panama  in  that 
year.  A  part  of  this  large  l)anana  crop  is  grown  on  land  claimed 
by  both  Panama  and  Costa  Rica. 

American  Interest  in  Panama's  Trade — Postage  Rates. 

The  commercial  correspondence  of  this  office  was  not  so  large  in 
1918  as  in  the  3'ears  immediately  preceding;  but  there  has  been  an 
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increase  in  connnercial  inquiries  from  the  United  States  since  the 
signing  of  the  armistice  and  i^articuhirly  since  the  beginning  of 
1919.  "The  customs  appraiser  of  merchandise  arriving  at  Colon  has 
informed  this  consuhite  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  of 
imports  from  the  United  States  the  first  five  months  of  1919. 

As  many  letters  continue  to  come  to  this  office  vrith  overpaid  post- 
age, it  ]nay  not  be  amiss  to  state  again  that  domestic  postage  rates 
in  the  ITuited  States  apply  to  the  Canal  Zone  and  the  Republic  of 
Panama.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  for  Colon  should  pref- 
erably be  in  English,  Avhich  is  the  language  in  general  use  in  business 
circles. 
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